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From Pastor Dennis

A Place at the Table

Born in Joplin, Missouri, Langston Hughes
(1902-1967) is usually considered the dean of
African American poets. He told stories that
reflected the dignity, humor, suffering, and
language of African Americans. When | studied
music at college, | sang several songs with lyrics
written by Langston Hughes. His words were
always full of passion; his purpose in life was to
bring together the races; he dreamed of a
reconciled world. Here’s one of my favorite
poems of Langston Hughes:

| Too, Sing America
I, too, sing America
| am the darker brother.
They send me to eat in the kitchen
When company comes,
But | laugh,
And eat well,
And grow strong.
Tomorrow,

I’ll be at the table
When company comes.
Nobody’ll dare
Say to me,

“Eat in the kitchen,”
Then.

Besides,

They’ll see how beautiful | am
And be ashamed—
|, too, am America.

Jesus died so that each of us could have a
place at the table. When new Christians are born
from above, we change. Through Christ, we are
reconciled to God. We are to be his ministers of
reconciliation, bringing other people to him, so he
can change them too. Jesus loves to bring down
the walls that divide people; he loves to eradicate
hate from human hearts. He loves to turn
enemies into friends.

Paul put it this way: 2 Corinthians 5:16-19
(NIV) - “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a
new creation; the old has gone, the new has
come! All this is from God, who reconciled us to
himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world
to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins
against them. And he has committed to us the
message of reconciliation.”

Each of us, regardless of our skin color,
ethic heritage, family, educational background or
economic status, is invited to come to Jesus. He
gives each of us “a place at the table.” We are all
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beautiful brothers and sisters in Christ. Psalm
107:8-9 - (NRSV): “Let them thank the LORD for
his steadfast love, for his wonderful works to
humankind. For he satisfies the thirsty, and the
hungry he fills with good things.” Let us praise
the God who reconciles! - Dennis Pelley

Grace from Page 8

How are we going to be graded? But let’s
assume for a moment that you do know what good
deeds God requires of us. Yet, we’re still left
with the quandary of how we are to be graded.
For example, when you die, do you get to go to
heaven if your good deeds constitute 70% of your
overall deeds? Or does 51% earn you a passing
grade? This is a relevant question. But do you
know what? No one knows for certain.

But what if God grades on a curve? Initially
that sounds great to most people, until you bring
up the name of Mother Teresa. Did her good
deeds skew the cosmic curve forever, raising the
bar for good deeds far beyond what most of us are
willing to do? Mother Teresa was constantly
calling people out of their comfort zones to follow
in her commitment to love and serve the poor and
downtrodden. Maybe God was speaking to us
through her. Maybe she had an inside track
concerning what good works were all about.
Again, we don’t really know.

At this point in the conversation, you might
want to tell them, as shocking as it sounds, there
was one major religious figure who didn’t believe
that “good” people go to heaven. Do you know who
that was? - By Larry Omasta (To be continued)
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Anger

Anger Management

First, let me clearly
state that | was not ordered by
a court into an "Anger
Management" class. | went
purely voluntarily -- motivated
by the opportunity presented
when Pastor Dennis earned his
certificate in anger management teaching.
Curiosity? Yes, but also wanting to be better able
to handle the stresses of life as presented by
aggressive drivers on my commute to work,
encounters with folks like the "pointy haired boss"
in the Dilbert cartoons, irrational events as
eagerly and breathlessly reported in the news, and
just maybe some of my own type A personality's
intenseness.

For the seminar, which took place on the
first two Saturday mornings in January, Pastor
Dennis selected a workbook for the text (“Anger
Management for the twenty-first century”), hot
off the presses -- copyright 2005. The book begins
by showing the emotional, some might say
visceral, biological link to anger. Anger appears
to just happen, but in reality there are underlying
triggers to which the body responds.

There are eight (yes 8, count
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of the opening quotations in this chapter. The
section deals with negative pressures which lead
us to blame others for events contrasting "It got
me upset" with "l upset myself." The change
encouraged is what might be described as a state
of mind -- positive mental attitude as others may
have tried to teach in the past.

Dennis has said he will offer the Anger
Management seminar again, and should you have
the time, | surely would recommend

it. - By Robin Connelly UPROOTING
. ANGER
Uprooting Anger s o e
Biblical Help for a Common X
Problem 42
Author: Robert D. Jones ("3«#3«?4‘

What various people are saying
about this book:

This book is written for the average reader
who recognizes that anger is a too-frequent issue
in his life and a too-prevalent problem in his
family, work and church relationships.

Everyone experiences anger, but few of us
handle it in a Christ-centered way or know how to
help others biblically. We need something better
than our own moral efforts and resolutions if we
really want to rid our hearts of deep-rooted
anger. In this biblically based, practical

ROBERT D. JONES

them) tools presented with a chapter guide to anger management, Robert D.
for egch_ W?thout giving away thg From road Jones focuses on changing the underlying
whole book, | will simply describe my rage to motivations and beliefs of the heart that
feelings about two of them: "Empathy” subterranean drive angry behavior. By uprooting these
and "Change that Conversation with simmering heart problems, readers will learn to
yourself." ; f handle their anger and see the fruit of
Empathy anger.isa thorough and lasting change. Ideal for
Empathy requires knowing the significant either personal or group study, Uprooting
perspective of others and being able to problem in Anger mclt_Jdes discussion and application
see things from the value and belief man questions in each chapter. )
system of the other person. Under- g > Jones defines anger, as "our whole-
standing, compassion, "walking in their Christians’ personed active response of negative moral
judgment against perceived evil." He goes

moccasins," and understanding that
sometimes what they said isn't what they meant.
A basic tool in developing empathy is
"empathetic listening," where the filters of "you’re
wrong, I'm right," treating any criticism as a "put
down," and formulating thoughts about your
response instead of really listening at all. This
tool has been discussed in some of the marriage
seminars as "effective communication." Coupled
with echoing the statements to the other person --
promotes correct hearing / understanding /
empathy.
Change that Conversation with Yourself
"Sometimes | even tell myself that | am
worthless and stupid when | make mistakes" is one

on to suggest three classifications of anger: divine
anger, human righteous anger, and human sinful
anger. While we might like to think that much of
our anger falls into the second category, the
shameful truth is that we are much more prone to
fall into the third type. -
www.challies.com/archives/001996.php

“From road rage to subterranean
simmering, anger is a significant problem in many
Christians’ lives. Jones brings counselling
experience, knowledge of his own heart, and the
riches of the gospel to believers who seek to walk
more worthily in the Lord. In Uprooting Anger
See Anger on Page 7
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Preaching The Gospel

Romans: Part Three - Justification

In the previous article we explored the
issue of condemnation as found in the first two
and a half chapters of Romans. Paul made the
case that all people have sinned and will be
condemned unless God grants them mercy (Rom.
3:9-18). No one has ever escaped condemnation
through their own efforts - not through law-
keeping, good deeds or moral actions. This
teaching may have sounded radical to the 1st
century Romans, however, it was not something
new. Long before Moses was given the Law, God
told Job that he could not justify himself. In Job
40:7-10, 14, God says, "Brace
yourself like a man; | will
guestion you, and you shall
answer me. ‘Would you discredit
my justice? Would you condemn
me to justify yourself? Do you
have an arm like God's, and can
your voice thunder like his? Then
adorn yourself with glory and
splendor, and clothe yourself in
honor and majesty... Then | my-
self will admit to you that your
own right hand can save you.’”

There appears to be no
middle ground, one is either
justified or condemned. But, if
people cannot justify themselves
then how is it possible to escape
the just penalty for sin? Paul
explains it well when he writes: “But, now a
righteousness from God, apart from law, has been
made known, to which the Law and the prophets
testify. This righteousness from God comes
through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.
There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God, and are justified freely
by his grace through the redemption that came by
Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:21-24). In other words,
people are made righteous when they believe and
trust that Jesus’ death and resurrection is the only
way to escape condemnation. Their righteousness
comes from God, not from themselves. It is “apart
from law,” which means it does not come through
observance of laws (Rom. 3:28). Nevertheless,
both the Law of Moses and the prophets are
credible witnesses who have long testified that it
is true (see Deut. 19:15).

Justification is not granted in exchange for
something people do. No amount of searching,

DEPRAVITY

DARKNESS
DECEPTION
DENIAL

DEATH
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service or sacrifice can make a person righteous in
God’s sight. No, this righteousness is a gift of God,
given freely by His grace and paid for in full by His
Son, Jesus Christ. If it were possible to be
justified through any other means, then people
would be able to take some of the credit for their
own righteousness. Justification is a one-time
decree, not a process. It is a decree that changes
a person’s status from condemned to redeemed,
from lost to found, from resistant to adopted. God
is the only one who has the authority to make this
declaration and& no one can change it once it is
made.

Justification is not the same as sinless
perfection. Obviously, believers are tempted and
frequently commit many kinds of sins. But, the
main point of justification through
faith in Jesus is that it saves people
from the wrath of God (Rom. 5: 9-
11), and provides the means for
reconciliation with Him. For
believers, all of their sins (past,
present and future) are covered by
the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross.
Thus, they can live out the rest of
their lives with the assurance that
they stand justified in God’s sight
and that their battle against sin has
already been won through Christ.
This life-long process of overcoming
is called Sanctification and will be
the topic of the next article. - By
Dr. Sandy Blank

Justification: Up Close and Personal

I came home from school and all | wanted
to do was throw my bag in the chair, lie down on
the floor and cry! Esther, my wife, asked, “Are
you depressed?” | answered, “l don’t know.” |
asked my self if it was because John Siston asked
me to write on justification and make it personal.
Now that’s a tall order, because | would have to
fess up and confess my sins and all of you who
read the Vine would find out about my past. |
especially don’t want my daughter Redida clipping
out this article and sending it to my seven sons.

| joined the most wanted list of being one
of the wicked men in the world. | came out of the
womb as an evil little baby brat bugged to kill
somebody, chained down by the evil sinful link of
condemnation which followed me in church on
Sundays, through Elementary school, High School,
Boot camp in Texas, Korea, Las Vegas and
Justification on Page 5
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Justification from Page 4

California. Where | went, | couldn’t get this
elephant off my back. Evil was always on my
mind. See My friends were dope addicts,
prostitutes and pimps. | was loyal to them; |
would’ve killed for them. One night, a pimp was
driving us to rob a gas station. | said, “No!”
There was not enough money for the four of us. A
bank would be more appropriate. On my way to
hell one night, the same pimp who was our driver
said he could never trust a woman again. |If
you’ve got a good woman don’t leave her and if
you do, go get her back and never let her go.
That’s what my friends and | did; two of us took
his advice and went back to our wives and never
left them until they died.

In the late 50’s | was subpoenaed in
federal court on a drug case. To supply your
friends in prison with drugs is risky, but fools can
do it. Looking back I could beat the devil at doing
his job. | didn’t care that | was on
my way to hell. | knew every bad
word and then some | made up. |
wanted to fight most of the time
and most of the time | would lose.

After the court case, when
my money was gone, my friends left
me all alone. | was stuck in the
guicksand of sin, glued to the street and no place
to go, hungry and nothing to eat. 1 licked salt
from peanut machines and drank water to survive.
The Holy Spirit began to probe and prune me, and
| began to weaken. | heard the call of God inside
me. That same God that protected me from the
law, jail and the FBI. | had nothing. On bended
knees I cried out, “Oh God, help me!”

He heard my cry and came to save me. He
rescued me! My heart, mind and focus began to
turn toward Him in study of his Word. 1 listened
to what He had to say. It was He who rescued me
and gave me my wife and children back.

A few years ago a church buddy of mine
asked me, “What are you going to do about this
Jesus stuff? | don’t know about you, but I’m out
of here.” He left the church. My classmate said
to me a couple of weeks ago, “I’m going to do
something wrong even though | know better, see
you later.” | said, “Okay, been there done that...”

It was years later | realized how evil | was
when | cursed Jesus with my mouth and the voice
he gave me to speak. | spoke against Him. My
heart beat in anger against Him. | would not
listen to Him. | hated Him. When | saw Him
hanging there with gashes, cuts, bruises and his
face swollen and beaten into a mulch of ground
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meat and blood ran down from the crown of his
head down over his body and toes to the ground
from his spiked feet, | then ran up to Him and spit
in his face and yelled, “Don’t tell me what to
do!"” | wanted Him dead.

He slowly raised His head up and looked
toward heaven and said, “Father forgive them for
they know not what they do.”

I realize now how much He loves us. |
could’ve been ashes under His feet. | am the one
who should’ve been crucified. He did no sin. I’'m
the guilty one! But, Jesus took my place and let
me go free. Rom 4:7-8

If you knew about me what God knows
about me, all my little secrets, my wicked evil
killing heart, my selfish will and sinful ways,
would you send you son to help me? Your only son
to save me, dieing for me? That | may live forever
with Him! Someone who is made out of dirt!

Would you allow him to suffer, be beaten
and killed by a piece of dirt! Would
you? Would you spend your
inheritance on me! Why would you
want to justify me by cleaning me up,
moulding me, fashioning me, giving me
a new heart with a new spirit and a
new mind and a spirit body that will
live forever and never die again? And
he did all this for me and also my
buddy.

If he (my buddy) would only believe, trust
and obey. All of this for nothing! Why? What
about all this Jesus stuff? Well for me, I’ve been
taught a few lessons in this life. Some | have
rejected, but this one is one | will never forget.
About all this Jesus stuff. It’s all about Him, the
Son, the Father, and the Holy Spirit showing
outward and inward His great compassion and love
for all who live on planet earth, the Jews, the
Gentiles, and also my buddy. We all can sing ‘Oh
happy day.” It was Jesus who took my sins away.

I’m justified!

What’s all this Jesus stuff about? It’s all
about life in Him, for Him, and by Him, forever.
And never to be tied down to this dirt ship again.
One day we’ll have us a new heaven and earth and
God the Father will be our light and we won’t
need that lucky old sun 93 million miles away.

What about all this Jesus stuff? It’s life or
death forever. There is no greater love than this.
We owe nobody anything. Jesus paid the price for
us. God is greater than our hearts. He knows
everything, even all my little secrets. I’'m a free
man now I’ve been justified. - By Willie Edwards
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Fruit of the Spil’it feelings began to foIIo_w his
thoughts. He became joyful suen
in spite of his feelings. sasiis
The Joy of the Lord _ David faced many fa
Some moments in life stand out in our troubles in his life. but it £
memories like bright lights in the darkness. One of seems he turned tc’) God in £
t_hose times for me was the b!rth of our son. After those times, letting his 5
five years of waiting and a miscarriage, we were thoughts dwell on God and kS
flna!ly in the dellvery room, about to grasp the his goodness. The psalms reflect both his distress
reality of a long awaited child. When the doctor and his joyful praise.

put him on my stomach, my eyes filled with tears Nehemiah 8:10 says the joy of the Lord is
and | exclaimed, “Look what |

o our strength. When we praise God, we receive his
did!” It was a moment of pure joy as he blesses us with the fruit of the Spirit. He
joy. I experienced another lets us share part of his nature, strengthens us and
joyous moment when our bolsters our faith. His joy becomes our joy and his
daughter was born two and a strength becomes our strength. Let the joy of the
half years later. ) Lord burst forth like a fountain in your soul! - By

As every good thing Tammy Tkatch

comes from God (James 1:17), | know both my
children and my joy came from him. | also know The Best Thing In Life Is Free
my joy was only an infinitesimally small fraction
of the joy God himself feels (I speak in human
terms) when a child is born or a sinner comes to
repentance. Joy is part of who God is and as much
a part of his character as love.

Joy doesn’t depend on the circumstances in our
lives. It comes from a relationship with the Lord.
He gives us his joy as a fruit of the Holy Spirit. Our
connection to him and the intimacy we experience
provide the conduit for the fruit of the
Spirit.

In this world, we know that nothing is free.
Everything has a price. It is said, "You get what
you pay for. The more you pay for something, the
better ii is. We have come to believe that the
best things in life are the most expensive.

But there's something better than any
amount of money. In fact, you cannot buy it at
all. It is most sorely needed in life, yet the most
illusive. But once you find it, it's absolutely free.
- It is this simple and at the same time

He gives complex thing we call LOVE.
us his joy Love is a vibrant force that desires
to give, to give freely, to give without

Jesus was a man of joy and as we
surrender the self to God, we follow in his

footsteps. Osw'ald Chambers said, “The joy as a fruit ceasing. This act of giving is its primary
of Jesus was His absolute self-surrender and :
et X . . of the expression. Love seeks every outlet to
self-sacrifice to His Father— the joy of doing X L S
. . ”» Hol express itself in giving. The more it gives,
that which the Father sent Him to do. - i .
Sometimes our feelinas aet in the Spirit the more it abounds. It thrives in order to
gs g piri give, and it gives in order to thrive. This is

way of the joy of the Lord. We have down
times and get discouraged. We can’t change our
feelings, but someone once said: "Our feelings
follow our thoughts like baby ducks follow their
mother." If we can direct our minds to right
thoughts - think of what God has done for us and
who he is - our feelings will follow. We can choose
to praise God and find joy in the sacrifice of
praise he finds so pleasing.

David showed us the way in Psalm 143.

the wonder of love.

Love has an urgent desire to pour itself in
another’s life and finds fulfillment in doing so. It
yearns to spend time for people and with people.
It has a subtle way of detecting the need of an
individual and fulfilling it, sometimes even before
that individual asks for help.

Love doesn't
measure what it gives. Its . .:_‘"":':“.

Feeling overwhelmed and distressed (v. 4), he gifts are no_t limited to P e, M
material things. Its ways I ST

took time to think about the Lord (v. 5). He of giving are many and P i
remembered God's loving kindness, giving _y_ - "3"335.

; ; . . manifold - a smile; an . osr
trustworthiness and guidance (v. 8); his protection encouraging word: an act
and goodness (vv. 9-10); his righteousness and ging ’

mercy (vv. 11-12). As David meditated on God, his Of. Kindness; a.hea_rty laugh
with someone; a sincere

See Love on Page 7






